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The project has now been running for 9 months and has already reached at least 5000
members of the public through school visits, roadshows, survey training and talks. This far
exceeds initial expectations for the project and shows the great interest out there for Britain’s
less understood wildlife.
Training and Surveys: | have spent the main reptile activity seasons of spring
and summer training teams of volunteers to survey their own sites and
record all findings. The first locations to have volunteer recorders are the
Malvern Hills, Haugh Wood near Woolhope and Coppet Hill near Ross on
Wye. More locations are planned in 2010 for other regions of the county. All
the sites have old records or anecdotal accounts of reptile presence. Records
are vital in determining where healthy populations exist and where urgent
..-m,imr;-‘ J , work is needed to prevent decline of threatened populations.
SSineying @Y It was planned for surveyors to make at least 4 visits to their chosen or

\ allocated site. However all have proved extremely enthusiastic with many
making far more visits to their site and returning great recorded sightings
and photos of not only adders, grass snakes, common lizards and slow-worm
but even Herefordshire’s first sighting of a black adder.
Schools’ visits: Many Herefordshire schools now have wildlife areas within their grounds and
through the project can learn how to attract some of our more unusual native species. Slow-
worms and grass snakes are the species most likely associated with gardens, parks and the
more built up areas and the most likely candidates to be a surprise garden sighting. We happily
encourage birds with feeders and nest boxes but to have a slow-worm basking on the compost
heap or grass snake swimming in the garden pond is a really notable and exciting encounter
when you realise how secretive these creatures are.
Feedback from the classroom visits has been fantastic; children really engage with the reptiles
and become very animated. It always impresses both the teachers and myself how much
knowledge children absorb and in some schools | have encountered potential future reptile
enthusiasts, reminding me of my own school days. Talking about our native reptiles and their
habitats creates wildlife interest for future generations.
Already ‘What’s That Snake?’ has visited 14 schools in the county, seeing over 1000 children,
and the response has been tremendous. The project plans to visit 40 schools during its 2 year
period. With such positive feedback a What’s That Snake? DVD and a teachers’ pack for schools
are being planned.

Project Stand at Shows and Fairs: As part of its
season of community road shows, WTS shared
the Malvern Hills Conservators stand at The
Three Counties Show in June, meeting over 2000
people. The live reptiles were a big attraction
with the children, many of them dragging
reluctant parents over to have a better look! It
was surprising how many people misidentified
the grass snake on display as an adder and the
common lizard as a newt, which just illustrates
the need for projects like this. We have also
taken our stand to Berrington Hall Spring Fair in




May, the HNT event at Whitehaven Farm, Crasswell and the Waldorf Garden Festival at Hellens

in June. At every event there has been an almost continuous stream of visitors.

What’s That Snake also took part in Wildplay events at Shobdon, Aconbury, Hergest Ridge

(Kington), Queenswood and Coppet Hill (Ross on Wye) with guided walks for parents and their

children. A WTS and FWAG walk at Mathon identified reptile habitats within the farm

environment.

Information leaflets: A species identification recording leaflet has been produced by the

project with an added return section for details of people’s reptile sightings and this has been

distributed at events and is available from the Herefordshire Nature Trust. A reptile habitat

management guide for landowners will soon be available. -

There is also a web page linked to the HART and Nature Trust | {u

websites to keep the public informed of the Project’s activities.

Volunteers: 52 people volunteered for the training courses

and to go on the surveys and we owe them a big vote of

thanks for their commitment to the project.

BUT more volunteers will be needed:

We will need more volunteers next year

1. to help with surveying in other parts of the county,
particularly Mortimer Forest, Bircher and Hergest.

2. to help with the admin at training days — setting up the hall,
serving refreshments, clearing up after.

3. To help at roadshows on the stands on a rota basis for an
hour or two

Roadshows coming up:

August 2" Herefordshire Fair at Sellack

Sept 12t Heritage Open Day - Museum of Resources and Learning

58, Friars Street Hereford

If you would like to come along to one of the training events, pass on any records of snake or
lizard sightings, book a talk for a school or group, or for more information about this project
then please contact me, Nigel Hand, Project Officer, at The Hereford Nature Trust Tel: 01432
356872
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Children on Reptile Encounter day

Websites: www.herefordhart.org/projects wts.html www.herefordshirewt.org/wts.html
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